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Calendar of Events 

Appendant and Concordant Bodies 

OCTOBER 2022 
 

10/05—Wednesday—Officer’s Zoom Meeting, Centennial and 
Executive Committee—7:00 PM 

10/06—Thursday—Stated Meeting—Social 5:30 PM—Dinner 6:15 
PM —Stated Meeting 7:30 PM—Special Guest Speaker 

10/08—Saturday—Breakfast with Brothers @ Normans, CV. 8:00 
10/11—Tuesday—DOSI @ Pleasanton Lodge— 6:30 PM 

10/13—Thursday—Past Masters’ Roll Call 7:00 PM 

10/18—Tuesday—Zoom Social Gathering 7:00 PM 

10/20—Thursday—Practice—7:00 PM 

10/21—10/23—Friday-Sunday—Grand Lodge Communication 

10/25—Tuesday—Hall Association 7:00 PM 

10/27—Thursday—Practice—7:00 PM 

 

NOVEMBER 2022 
 

11/02—Wednesday—Officer’s Zoom Meeting, Centennial and 
Executive Committee—7:00 PM 

11/03—Thursday—Stated Meeting—Social 5:30 PM—Dinner 6:15 
PM —Stated Meeting 7:30 PM 

10/08—Tuesday—Zoom Social Gathering 7:00 PM 

11/10—Thursday—Degree or Practice 

11/12—Saturday—Breakfast with Brothers @ Normans, CV. 8:00 
AM 

11/15—Tuesday—DOSI @ Mosaic Lodge— 6:30 PM 

11/17—Thursday—Degree or Practice 

11/22—Tuesday—Hall Association—7:00 PM 

11/24—Thursday—Thanksgiving (DARK) 

 San Lorenzo Chapter Eastern Star No. 103 meets @ CVMC 2nd & 

4th Monday (8:00 PM) 

 Castro Valley DeMolay meets @ CVMC 1st & 3rd Monday  

(7:30 PM) 

 Unity Assembly Rainbow No. 65 meets @ CVMC 1st & 3rd Tuesday 

(7:00 PM)  

 Jobs Daughters Bethel No. 261 Hayward meets 1st & 3rd Monday 

(7:00 PM) @ Hayward Masonic Center 

 Jobs Daughters Bethel No. 1 Dublin meets 2nd & 4th Wednesday 

(7:00 PM) @ John Knox Church 

http://www.ccl551.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CCL51.ORG/?view_public_for=109522255758235
https://plus.google.com/u/0/collection/kaBhCE


 

 

From the West 
By J. E. C. Rafisura — Sr. Warden 

 

Greetings everyone! I hope 

all is going well at this time 

of the year.  As we are 

entering the 4th and final 

quarter, I am excited for 

what is to come.  

Advancing to our next stations as your officers, we are 

honored to be serving our ancient fraternity in general and 

Crow Canyon Lodge No. 551 in particular.  Busy times 

this coming quarter.   

Your current set of officers, the Executive Committee and 

the Centennial Committee have been meeting regularly to 

continue to plan for this year and next.  On top of that, the 

incoming three principal officers and the Senior Deacon 

are currently working hard to qualify for the chairs that we 

will be occupying next year.  This is to ensure that the 

preservation of our ancient traditions, ceremonies and 

rituals will remain in good and qualified hands.  To this 

effect, on September 29th, we have invited Wor. Allen 

Cuenca, Inspector of 317th Masonic District, to witness 

us exemplify our ritual capabilities and hopefully gain his 

approval.  Please don’t forget, the 29th is also our Potluck 

Night!  So if you’d like to have a 

“dinner and a show”, you know 

what to do!  

As I study my part and slowly 

march towards the East for next 

year, it has brought me back to a 

time when I was raised to the 

sublime degree of Master Mason.  

The exercise of deciphering those 

lines and reviewing the rituals and 

its meaning, reminds me of the 

solemn obligations that we all took 

before God and the brotherhood upon the Holy Altar.  As I 

began to re-commit to memory the rituals and 

ceremonies, I was reminded of the valuable lessons that 

masonry has been teaching us for centuries.  Those 

values include having inflexible fidelity to a trust, love of 

virtue, goodness of the heart, purity of intention and 

unfeigned piety to God, among others, have certainly 

produced serious and melancholic reflections.   Having 

the opportunity to revisit and recapitulate the lectures of 

each degree are, to me,  the true wages of becoming a 

lodge officer.  More than the accolades, the title, the 

respect and honor of being a Master, are the 

opportunities to recall and dive deeper into the profound 

From the East 
By Brian Ross — Master 

 

Fall is in the air which 

reminds me that we are 

closing in on our 

100th Year!   J and the 

Centennial Committee 

have a lot of great things 

in store for us all.  I have to admit that I am a little jealous  

it did not happen in my year – but I am so glad we have J 

to walk us through the year and I plan to assist him all 

that I can.  

Our Lodge Picnic was held on September 3rd at the 

Golden Gate Live Steamers facility in Orinda.  We all 

enjoyed Roy’s tri-tip and 

sausages right off the grill with 

the usual sides of potato salad 

and chili beans topped off by 

those chocolate cookies we all 

love so much.  Thanks Roy, 

Mark and all those who helped 

prepare the meal - it was 

delicious.  I cannot forget to 

thank our wonderful hosts – 

Bros. John Smith &  Sammy 

Tamez and the rest of the 

Golden Gate Live Steamers’ members. We do - appreciate 

your generosity.  

I wanted to thank all the brothers who attended the 

AAHMES Shriners Mounted Patrol Country Barbeque 

fundraiser on September 17th.  As many of you know, we 

are a horse-bound unit that you see in local parades.  I 

have been fortunate to ride with these tremendous 

brothers for a number of years now  and I can tell you 

that their work raising money for the Shriner’s Hospital 

truly warms the heart.  Thanks to our Lodge Brothers and 

members of the Unit – Tony Wilkinson, Junior Deacon Pat 

Quinn, Roger Glancy, and Roy Tamez. 

Finally, our traveling 

degree is set for 

September 24th and I 

can’t wait!   Off to 

Volcano, California we 

go!  We will be 

conferring the 

Second Degree of 

Masonry on Brother Steven Dorough.   I look forward to 

further bonding with all those who attend.  I promise a full 

report in our next Trestleboard. 



 

 

A Blast from the Past into the Future 
By William M. Ferrell  
 

Of the eight lodges that comprise Crow 

Canyon 551, Bay View 401 is the oldest. You 

might ask, if it was chartered in 1909, why 

didn’t we celebrate 24 years ago? According 

to the wishes of the first committee to merge 

Castro Valley 713 and Bay View 401, it was 

agreed to drop the 401 number in favor of 

Castro Valley’s 713 number. This means the 

history of Bay View would be lost! I can’t let 

that happen. So, here we go with the 

beginning and foundation of Bay View Lodge. 

On the evening of September 1, 1908, sixteen 

Master Masons gathered in Golden Gate Hall 

in Oakland for the first of a series of three 

meetings, preliminary to organizing a new 

lodge. After choosing Harry Edward 

Brittingham as chairman, and Carroll H. 

Whitten as secretary, they agreed that the 

proposed lodge be called “Bay View.” Next, 

they chose Leroy W. Potter as the first 

Master, Gwyn Harvey Baker for Senior 

Warden, and Robert Stanton Wixon for Junior 

Warden. Then after a brief recess, they all 

signed a petition for dispensation. And as a 

final order of business, a committee 

From the South 
By Andrew Hawes — Jr. Warden 

 

October is, from my 

personal Masonic officer 

perspective, a relief.  Up 

through now, we’ve been 

working hard to learn the 

necessary work to prepare 

for the new roles we hope to be elected into next 

year.  We’ve been planning and executing degrees (for 

which there are always practices to be scheduled and 

executed and for which the degree team is often in flux) 

events such as the car show, picnic and travelling degree. 

These have all needed to be scheduled, juggled, planned 

for and around.   

This all changes a bit in October.  Proficiencies for next 

year’s officers are done.  Degrees for the year are 

done.  Most of our Masonic events are behind us, with 

just the installation left on the major event list for the 

year.  We get the occasional Thursday off in the fourth 

quarter of the year and the 

focus turns to planning next 

year, looking forward to 

repeating the busy schedule 

with a new set of officers and 

events.   

meaning of the events that we so dramatically impart to 

the new initiates.   

Having progressed through the stations and now having 

this opportunity to lead our lodge next year during our 

100th anniversary is both an honor as well as a herculean 

challenge that I do not take for granted.  As we have been 

taught, “time, patience and perseverance will accomplish 

all things”.  No matter how slow, we continue to learn and 

improve ourselves.  Masonry also teaches us to learn 

progressively, much more like life, as we learn and grow 

from infancy to adulthood and into old age.  I truly hope 

and pray that each one of us, from time to time, revisit 

those Masonic lessons that were inculcated in us when 

we were progressively admitted into a Masonic lodge.  

Participate or be a sideliner in degree conferrals and other 

activities and be reminded of those lessons.  Let the 

drama of the rituals put you in a trance and take you on a 

trip down memory lane as you reflect on those truly 

Masonic values that we hold so dear.  This is how we 

learn.  We constantly seek the truth.  We seek further light 

as it shines brighter and brighter as we draw closer to 

that glorious and celestial lodge above. 

October is one of my favorite months of the year for many 

reasons.  It’s when the proper crisp cold fall starts in New 

York, in my mind, which is where I spent most of my 

childhood.  It’s a month when there are usually no 

lingering “dog days of summer” that come around and 

make us all sweat. And I enjoy seeing each year the first 

of the “holiday season” (As annoying as retail advertising 

for “the holidays” may be as municipalities and individuals 

start to set up holiday decorations, that will stay up and 

merely rotate through iterations through the end of the 

year, rather than just being for one select day.) The frenzy 

of “back-to-school” has passed, and 

“Halloweenksgivingannukahristmas” time has arrived!  I 

think of the last three months of the year as a time when 

there is a general trend towards everyone feeling more of 

at least two of those truly Masonic virtues – brotherly 

love, and relief.  Sure, it’s annoying to have to start 

listening to Christmas carols playing on the radio before 

the Halloween decorations are down, and we all know that 

the motivation for it isn’t what we would like – but if it 

helps people to feel “the Christmas Spirit” in their hearts, 

and leads them to taking more friendly actions and to 

feeling more generous... then I’m all for it.  



 

 

Sunshine and Visiting 
  

We would like to remind you of a valuable 

link in the support of our Lodge; the 

‘Sunshine Committee’.  

The function of the Sunshine committee is to 

comfort and provide guidance and 

assistance that you and other lodge Brothers can call on 

in your time of need. They have access to resources (and 

the Worshipful’s ear) in tackling whatever obstacles may 

lie in a Brothers path. 

Their contact information can be found here in the 

Trestleboard and on our website. 

October Birthdays 

Osman Ghani (10/03) 

Gerald Woergoetter (10/04) 

Scotty Stroup (10/05) 

Johnnie Albanese (10/07) 

Allen Weisser (10/07) 

Areo Comonal (10/10) 

Robert Wagle (10/10) 

Victor VandenBerghe (10/11) 

Ronald Meissner (10/12) 

Jacob Andreotti (10/15) 

Jimmy Burns (10/17) 

Patrick Quinn (10/17) 

Larry Russell (10/19) 

Michael Schaffer (10/19) 

James Luque (10/21) 

Guy Phillips (10/25) 

Jonathan Prestage (10/25) 

Daniel Lee (10/26) 

Julius Kahn III (10/27) 

Augustine Rhee (10/29) 

Victor Smalley (10/31) 

David Allen  (11) 

Dave Baratto  (27) 

Barry Bookman  (33) 

Harold Brooke  (60) 

Brian Brunckhorst  (23) 

Phillip Busch  (15) 

Tramaine Ellison  (1) 

Osman Ghani  (1) 

Roger Hamilton  (1) 

Andrew Hawes  (4) 

Aaron Johnson  (1) 

Richard Keihner  (44) 

Delbert Kraft  (48) 

Glen Lane  (54) 

Paul Leiber Jr. (68) 

Martin Nilson Jr. (56) 

Lyman Penning  (48) 

Dominick Piegaro  (15) 

Robert Pinkerton  (24) 

Russell Porter  (58) 

Rowell Prosser  (13) 

Dale Reynolds  (40) 

Michael Schaffer  (47) 

Elmer Seutter  (54) 

Eric Unti  (15) 

Alan West  (35) 

3rd Degree Anniversaries 
 

The following brethren were raised to the sublime degree of  

Master Mason in the month of October 

Ernie Nidick—925.828.6993 Les Blake—510.303.2485 

Ozzie Ghani—860.655.7171 Aaron Johnson—510.509.4312  

Tramiane Ellison—209.481.7430   

composed of Potter, Whitten, and Wixon was appointed to 

obtain “a safe and suitable Lodge room”. 

The second and third meetings were also held in Golden 

Gate Hall on September 3rd and 10th. During the second 

meeting, the hall committee announced that they had 

found a hall in the Golden Gate Building to rent for $20.00 

a month. The brethren subscribed and paid $475.00 

toward organizing expenses and appointed Brittingham as 

temporary treasurer. Demits were put into order and the 

petition for dispensation was sent to Live Oak, Oakland, 

Brooklyn, and Sequoia 

Lodges for   

recommendation. 

The third meeting was 

dedicated to final 

arrangements. The 

previously mentioned 

Lodges had gladly recommended the petition for 

dispensation, which was sent to the Grand Secretary. 

It was too late, however, for the incumbent Grand Master, 

George M. Perine, to act on the petition prior to the next 

annual Communication of Grand Lodge. And well over a 

month elapsed before the new Grand Master, Oscar 

Lawler, could grant it on October 26th. Therefore, Bay 

View Lodge had almost a full year to prove its proficiency 

in the work before it received its charter on October 14, 

1909. 

Bay View’s original officers – Potter, Baker and Wixon – 

held their respective chairs when the lodge filed its first 

returns under dispensation. They were still in office when 

it received its charter. 

However, the membership had changed considerably. 

Between the signing of the petition and the filing of the 

first returns under dispensation, their numbers climbed 

from 16 to 29. By the time the charter was granted, the 

membership had more than doubled itself, jumping to 79 

members. Since then, save a drop from 405 to 307 

between 1930 and 1940, it climbed steadily. The 1949 

roster listed 541 members. 

Beyond that, however, little is known of Bay View’s history 

or the men who comprised it. To date, no biographical 

material has been made available on either count, and I 

haven’t been able to find who served as lodge master in 

1920.  

Reminder: if you have any additional information about 

Bay View Lodge, please email me at: kb6xa@att.net 



 

 

2022 Officers 
 

Master — Brian Ross (Theresa) 
510.331.6935 br575653@gmail.com 

Senior Warden — J. Rafisura (Maria) 
516.519.1151  jecrafisura@yahoo.com 

Junior Warden—Andrew Hawes (Jamie) 

656.645.0175   awphawes@yahoo.com 

Treasurer—Phil Busch H.A. (Teresa) 
510.566.7019 tbusch_55@yahoo.com 

Secretary—Perry Klahr (Joan) 
925.425.3360 / 925.699.1786 pklahr1234@comcast.net   

Assist. Secretary—Don Schauer, Sr. H.A. (Audrey) 
510.258.0654 donschauersr@gmail.com  

Chaplain—Alex Von Stade, P.M. (Yuki) 
510.512.6569 cell  avstade@gmail.com 

 
Marshal—Aaron Johnson (Sara) 
510.509.4312 cell vwroadracer@gmail.com 

 
Senior Deacon—Lyman Penning, PM H.A. 

510.441.3901 lymanpenning@gmail.com 

Junior Deacon— Pat Quinn, H.A.( Donna Jo) 
925.201.3065 / 510.755.7891 cell  pdq551@att.net 

Sr. Steward—Tramaine Ellison (Monique) 
209.830.1513 / 209.481.7430 cell Tramaine.ellison@hotmail.com 

Jr. Steward— Jerry Garcia (Mary) 

510.481.3005 / 510.909.8645 cell jerrygarcia1263@gmail.com 

Tiler—Bill Biddell, H.A. (Anne) 
510.582.6207 / 510.589.0878 cell wbiddell@gmail.com 

Officer’s Coach—Paul Rodriguez-O’Brien, PM (Tracy) 
510.461.1071 cell hal2pro@sbcglobal.net 

Candidate Coaches  

Bill Ferrell (Kathy) 510.520.7242 cell   
Ron Katz (Jennifer) 510.375.3137 cell 

Eric Korbas (Maribel) - Castro Valley 510.823.6334 
Roy Tamez  - Hayward 510.684.3047 cell 

 
Inspector of the 317th Masonic District 

Wor. Allen Cuenca 916.390.1003 
allencuenca@sbcglobal.net 

Committees 
 
2022 Appointments  
 

Audit: Pat Quinn, Aaron Johnson 

Charity Committee: Master and Wardens 

Crab Feed: Roy Tamez, Don Schauer Sr., Perry Klahr, Tramaine El-
lison 

Executive Committee: Brian Ross, J. Rafisura, Andrew Hawes, Perry 
Klahr 

FOSJ and White Table Night: Andrew Hawes 

Hiram Award Selection: HA Committee (All HA recipients)  

Masonic Education: Paul Rodriguez O’Brien, PM 

Masonic Funeral: Bill Ferrell, PM HA, Roy Tamez PM HA, Pat 
Quinn HA 

Masonic Hall Association: Paul Rodriguez, O’Brien PM 

Masonic Homes Endowment: Don Schauer Sr. 

Masons for Mitts: Ozzie Ghani 

Membership Retention: J. Rafisura 

Picnic: Roy Tamez, PM HA, Perry Klahr, Brian Ross 

Printing and Mailing: Don Schauer Sr. 

Public Schools Night: Adam Korbas 

Strawberry Feed: Perry Klahr, Ozzie Ghani, Scott Hamilton, Paul 
Rodriguez O’Brien, PM 

Sunshine and Visiting: Ernie Nidick, Les Blake, Ozzie Ghani, Aaron 
Johnson 

Sweethearts Committee: Phil Busch, Aaron Johnson, Paul Rodriguez 
O’Brien, PM 

Trustees: Perry Klahr, Bill Ferrell, PM HA 

Visiting /Traveling Degree: Jerry Garcia, Lyman Penning, PM HA. 

Website and Trestleboard: Ron Katz, PM HA 

Welcome: Aaron Johnson, Tramaine Ellison, Ozzie Ghani, Scott 
Hamilton 

 
Masonic Youth Orders 
 

Castro Valley DeMolay—Steve Kolden—510.409.6118 click to email 
Unity Assembly No. 65, Rainbow for Girls—Heidi Kolden - 
510.693.1385  click to email 

Jobs Daughters Hayward No. 261—Joy Molina 510.754.4983 click to 
email 

Jobs Daughters Dublin No. 1—Bill Ferrell 510-886-2288 kb6xa@att.net 

Monthly Trestleboard of  
Crow Canyon Lodge No. 551  
Free and Accepted Masons 

4521 Crow Canyon Road, Castro Valley, CA  94552 
510.274.0725 (lobby, kitchen) 

 

Find us on the Web: http://www.CCL551.org 
 

Editor: Ron Katz, PM 510.375.3137 
info@CCL551.org 

 
Secretary: Perry Klahr 925.425.3360 

pklahr1234@comcast.net 
 

To Reserve the Building  
Bill Biddell - 510.589.0878 cell  

Where in the World 
 
Each month we log visitors to our website.  This month we were 
pleased to have guests from:  Syd-
ney, Australia; Miami, FL; Freetown, 
Sierra Leone; Le Faou, France; 
Brooklyn, NY; Bandera, TX; Maringa, 
Brazil; Arden, NC; Wylie, TX; West-
minster, CA; Nussbaumen, Switzer-
land; Vacoas, Mauritius; Voorburg, 
Netherlands; Dudley, UK; Tirana, 
Albania; Manila, Philippines; Colum-
bus, OH; Southsea, UK; Imus, Philippines; Tulsa, OK; Port Elgin, Can-

ada; Winnipeg, Canada; Washington, DC; Burgos, Spain. 

mailto:br575653@gmail.com
mailto:jecrafisura@yahoo.com
mailto:awphawes@yahoo.com
mailto:tbusch_55@yahoo.com
mailto:pklahr1234@comcast.net
mailto:donschauersr@gmail.com
mailto:avstade@gmail.com
mailto:mailto:vwroadracer@gmail.com
mailto:lymanpenning@gmail.com
mailto:pdq551@att.net
mailto:Tramaine.ellison@hotmail.com
mailto:jerrygarcia1263@gmail.com
mailto:wbiddell@gmail.com
mailto:hal2pro@sbcglobal.net
mailto:allencuenca@sbcglobal.net
mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20Castro%20Valley%20DeMolay
mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20Unity%20IORG
mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20Hayward%20Jobs
mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20Hayward%20Jobs
mailto:kb6xa@att.net
http://www.ccl551.org
mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20Trestleboard%20Editor
mailto:pklahr1234@comcast.net
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