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Calendar of Events 

Appendant and Concordant Bodies 

MARCH 2020 
03/04-Wednesday-Officers’ Meeting 7:00 PM 

03/05-Thursday-Stated Meeting-Social 5:30 PM / Dinner 6:15 
PM / Open 7:30 PM 

03/10-Tuesday-DOSI-Pleasanton 7:00 PM 

03/12-Thursday-Second Degree-Bro. Tramaine Ellison 7:00 PM 

03/19-Thursday-Practice or Degree 7:00 PM 

03/24-Tuesday-Hall Association 7:00 PM 

03/26-Thursday-Practice or Degree 7:00 PM 

03/27-03/29 - Friday-Sunday - Masters’ and Wardens’ Retreat 

 

 

APRIL 2020 
04/01-Wednesday-Officers’ Meeting 7:00 PM 

04/02-Thursday-Stated Meeting-Social 5:30 PM / Dinner 6:15 
PM / Open 7:30 PM 

04/04-Saturday-50 Year Dinner Pin Presentation - Bro. Don 
Schauer, Sr. 6:00 PM 

04/09-Thursday-Practice or Degree 7:00 PM 

04/14-Tuesday-DOSI-Mosaic 7:00 PM 

04/16-Thursday-Practice or Degree 7:00 PM 

04/23-Thursday-Practice or Degree 7:00 PM 

04/28-Tuesday-Hall Association 7:00 PM 

04/30-Thursday-Lodge Potluck - 6:30 PM 

 San Lorenzo Chapter Eastern Star No. 103 meets @ CVMC 2nd 

& 4th Monday (8:00 PM) 

 Castro Valley DeMolay meets @ CVMC 1st & 3rd Monday  

(7:30 PM) 

 Unity Assembly Rainbow No. 65 meets @ CVMC 1st & 3rd Tues-

day (7:00 PM)  

 Jobs Daughters Bethel No. 261 Hayward meets 1st & 3rd Monday 

(7:00 PM) @ Hayward Masonic Center 

 Jobs Daughters Bethel No. 1 Dublin meets 2nd & 4th Wednesday 

(7:00 PM) @ John Knox Church 

http://www.ccl551.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CCL51.ORG/?view_public_for=109522255758235
https://plus.google.com/u/0/collection/kaBhCE


 

 

From the East 

By Paul Rodriguez-Obrien—Master 
 

My Brethren and Families, 

Being the month of March, I would first like to 
give a brief recap of the February Stated 
Meeting; We balloted and had a favorable 
vote on Mr. Lehman for all degrees and Broth-
er Ronald Burch for affiliation into our lodge. 
Also, with a heavy heart, I read the “Sacred Scroll” for our Brother 
Vinson White who passed on January 19, 2020, after 85 years and 4 

months on this earth. 

Your officers are now in full practice mode (and may I say going ex-
ceedingly well) for a Fellowcraft degree on March 12th for Bro. Tra-
maine Ellison, and possibly another Fellowcraft degree (also in 
March?) of a mystery Brother to be named shortly. The Worshipful 
Master’s work I suspect will be exceptionally exemplified by our Senior 
Warden Brian Ross and (everyone’s favorite) “Staircase” portion will 
be presented by our Senior Deacon Andrew Hawes.  I highly encour-
age all of our fellow Brothers and visitors to attend these two upcom-

ing Masonic degrees. 

I have great news about the Crab feed; it was sold out and was a 
great success. We sold 89 crab plates and 13 Chicken/pasta plates, to 
a maxed room capacity of 102 souls. Specific updates on this event 
will be given at our March Stated meeting by our Junior Warden J. 

Rafisura. 

Ending out the month of March, your Worshipful Master, Senior and 
Junior Wardens, and Senior Deacon, will be attending the annual 
‘Masters and Wardens Retreat’ on Friday 27 - Sunday 29. This yearly 
event is filled with high-level networking and leadership panels de-
signed to bring a renewed sense of inspiration and cooperation to your 
officers line as each of our officers learns how to fulfill their role to the 
best of his ability. We then return to address and update our lodge 551 
collaborative multi-year strategy. All-in-All, this is a great learning ex-

perience well worth our time in supporting our Lodge. 

Lastly, as Worshipful Master, I have been blessed to have been ac-
cepted into this role, and also to be a part of this year’s Officer line-up. 
What we do here is by and for you my brothers. Please take the op-
portunity to attend one, two, or all events as we are stronger when we 
support each other. So as always, we your officers, look forward to 

seeing you and your families again real soon! 

From the West 

By Brian Ross—Senior Warden 

 

Some of you might have noticed that we have 

started a small library for your use at the 

lodge.  As you walk into the lodge room en-

trance - it is outside on the right against the 

wall.  At the urging of Worshipful Bill Ferrell I 

picked up “Freemasonry and the Birth of Mod-

ern Science” from the library and found it fascinating regarding our 

fraternity’s impact on modern science! 

The point is, I encourage you all to share your Masonic writings with 

our members.  I have donated a couple of books myself and look for-

From the South 

By J. Rafisura—Junior Warden 
 

Greetings, Brethren! As we approach March, 
our lodge had been busy and active prepar-
ing degree conferrals, DOSI hosting, stated 
dinners and meetings, among other things.  
Kudos to the Worshipful Master and his offic-
ers, the sideliners, coaches and mentors for 

their remarkable support and efforts.   

The double first degree last 1/23/20 was a heck of a challenge and a 
lot of fun.  I congratulate our newest EA, brothers Scott Hamilton and 
Ozzy Ghani.  I wish you both all the best and fun that Masonry has to 
offer.  As for me, it was an honor to be in the East during that momen-
tous event.  It was a wonderful and fulfilling experience knowing that 
we have done our best to be able to share that initial glimpse of what 
this mysterious Craft is all about.  To be a part of those who laid the 
foundation-cornerstone in a brother’s masonic life is such a huge hon-
or.  It is now up to the new initiates to erect upon their own superstruc-
ture in which they have been charged to build.  My prayers are for 
them to continue the journey among the brethren, seek wise counsel 
and systematically unveil the time-honored masonic philosophies that 
we hold so dear.  My hat’s off to Worshipful Lyman Penning who did 
an impressive first degree lecture, in long form, so eloquently deliv-

ered with such class and bravado.   

February’s Stated Meeting kicked-off with an Italian dinner served on 
roundtables with red tablecloths.  Our ladies smiles gleamed  as they 
received long-stem roses courtesy of the “men in the brotherhood”.  
Much appreciation to Uncle Roy and his crew and the DeMolay serv-

ers who, as usual, did a fantastic job.   

Please save the date for 
our March Stated Dinner 
and Meeting on March 5, 
2020.  We can akk look 
forward to a mouth-
watering meal of corned-
beef and cabbage!  Need-
less to say, we are getting 
ready to say hello to St. 
Patty!  See you in your rich 
green accessories with 

emerald shamrocks on it! 

 Cheers, Brethren! 

ward to reading yours. 

I will be sitting in the East in 

March for at least one Second 

Degree conferral (Bro. Ellison) 

and possibly one other.  I will be 

encouraging you all to attend - 

directly by email - this wonderful ceremony. 

Finally, as a member of the Hall Association, I am proud to announce 

that the carpet in the front of the building is to be removed and re-

placed by laminate flooring in July!  

I will see you all at our Stated Meeting on March 5, 2020. 



 

 

March Birthdays 

Ralph Larsen (03/03) 

Raymond Newman (03/11) 

Max Morris (03/12) 

George Christensen (03/13) 

Alan Kenyon (03/16) 

Russell Porter (03/16) 

Roger Accurso (03/17) 

Kishore Gidvani (03/17) 

Aaron Johnson (03/17) 

Frank Russell Jr. (03/17) 

Jerome Samelson (03/17) 

Ronald Baker (03/18) 

Roger Hamilton (03/21) 

Jeffery Lantz (03/21) 

Edward Matraia Jr. (03/21) 

Alvaro Reynoso (03/21) 

Berto Holguin Jr. (03/22) 

Henry Andreotti (03/23) 

Frank Sepulveda (03/25) 

Steven Aracne (03/27) 

Robert Saks (03/28) 

Roy Eddy (03/30) 

Mark Leite (03/30) 

Ronald Reynolds (03/30) 

Steven Stark (03/30) 

Robert Albritton [PM] (43) 
Gilbert Alston (50) 

Charles Atwood (23) 
Howard Ellis (15) 
Robert Fabel (37) 
Gary Frisvold (50) 

Wesley Hallmeyer (70) 
Edmund Hempel (61) 

Perry Klahr (2) 
Harold Lassle (31) 

Leonard Leavitt (45) 
Billy Martens [PM] (37) 

Edward Matraia Jr. [PM] (47) 
Brandon Morrison (13) 

Richard Ramos D.D.S. (6) 
Wilfred Salmon Jr. (40) 

Robert Soule III (24) 
Craig Tangen (47) 

Rex Toltschin Jr. (52) 

3rd Degree Anniversaries 
 

The following brethren were raised to the sublime degree of Master 

Mason in the month of March 

Great Architect of the Universe, into thine hands  

we commend the soul of our dear departed brother 

George W. Adams Jr.   83 Years and 29 days 
Entered into rest   November 30,2019  

From the Secretary’s Table 

By Don Schauer, Sr., H.A 
 

We find ourselves in March already.  Just 
think only 294 day left until Christmas! 
Where does time go?  The dues have 
been coming in at a slow pace.  We have 
36 members who still owe for 2020 and 
11 that owe for 2019. Please check your 
dues receipt.   

I attended the Secretaries Retreat on the 7th, 8th and 9th.  I 
learned a few thing and I learned some of the new programs 
that the Grand Lodge in planning.  The California lodges are 
95% computer dependent.  Technology is starting to pass over 
old-timers like me.  This is my 43rd year as a lodge secretary.  

Where does time go? 

On Saturday April 4th I will receive my 50 
year pin.  I would like to see you at the 
dinner that the lodge is planning for me.  

We picked up a few new members, two 
for affiliation and one for the degrees.  As 
of this writing we have 233 members.  

Last month I reported Brother Norman Shrader as having 
passed away.  I got a notice from the U.S. Postal Service that 
he had died.  Turns out Brother Shrader called me and I was 
informed that he is alive and well.  Sorry about that Brother Nor-
man! 

It looks like the lodge will hold two second degrees.  Here is a 
chance for you to come out and witness the very fine work your 
officers 

Sunshine and Visiting 

These Brothers would love a phone call  or e-mail from you to help 

cheer them up: 
 
Mark Casperson, Les Blake, Gary Frisvold 
 
Please contact Secretary Don Schauer or check our 
members’ only website for their respective  phone 
numbers.  If you know of a brother who is ill and 

could use some cheer please call Ernie or Les. 

Ernie Nidick —Sunshine Chairman 925.828.6993 click to email  
Les Blake—Visiting Chairman 510.581.8497 click to email  

Masonic Family Corner 

Hey there! My name is Aleesha B and I am a PHQ and current Junior 
Princess to Bethel No. 1, Dublin from Job’s Daughters International. It is such 
a pleasure to have you read this letter and thank you for the privilege to get 

Bethel 1 out there by putting this in your trestle board. 

Just recently, we had a wONEderful reception honoring our Grand Bethel First 
Messenger, Julie Morgan! Our theme was surrounded by, “Golden Girls,” That 
one fun and tacky show with 4 elderly woman living in a retiring home, well 
known as, “Shady Pines.” Now, I can’t speak for Julie but I will say she had at 
least happy tears a gazillion times. She received a scrapbook, quilt and her 

Grand Bethel medallion necklace.  

As we move forward, my bethel has been planning on being a part of Dublin’s 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade (Saturday, March 14th) once again! This year we 
have a float being decorated and lots of girls ready to be in formals and robes. 
The best thing about this parade is seeing our name getting out there and 
proudly showing ourselves as one of the Masonic Youth organizations! I would 
love to see some of you all there and possibly even JOIN our float! This is our 
thank you to you- Let’s celebrate St. Patrick’s Day together as a Masonic 

Family!  

After the parade, we will be hosting our own Promotional Booth at the Festival. 
We would love to see you with us and hopefully play along with our games 

and shenanigans!  

I hope to see you all in green or whatever you feel most comfortable wearing 
this upcoming holiday, (But I must warn you- If the younger sisters of my 
bethel can’t find any green on you this St. Patty’s Day, they might just pinch 

you!) 

mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20Sunshine%20Chairman
mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20Visiting%20Chairman


 

 

March is Youth Orders Month, the perfect opportunity to establish a 
relationship with a local youth order near you. While it may feel 
daunting to seek out and launch a new partnership, the fact is that 
youth orders are more than eager for any help a lodge can offer. “They 
will do anything in their power to make the process as easy as 
possible,” Barr says. Here are 10 ways you can establish and maintain 

a relationship to a local youth order. 

Show up: Being present at youth order meetings and events 
demonstrates that you are interested in and supportive of Masonic 

youth. 

Become an adult leader: Offer to help lead a youth order in your 
area, and share your expertise with the next generation of Masonic 

family members. 

Invite youth to lodge events: Whether it’s stated meeting dinners, 
cookouts, or ice cream socials, let the youth orders know they’re 
welcome. This gives them a chance to connect with the lodge and 

members’ families in a relaxed, social environment. 

Involve youth in a philanthropic project: Whether your lodge is 
hosting a clothing drive, manning a booth at a community event, or 
volunteering at a local hospital, involve Masonic youth to build 

relationships and strengthen your impact. 

Start a local chapter, bethel, or assembly: If your area isn’t already 
served by a youth order, consider starting your own chapter, bethel, or 

assembly to help give local youth a chance to access Masonic 

fellowship and leadership development opportunities. 

Partner with another lodge: If your lodge doesn’t have the resources 
to support a youth order on its own, partner with another one to 

combine resources. 

Create scholarships for Masonic youth: Recognize Masonic youth 
for academic achievements with a scholarship that can be used to pay 
for higher education. The California Masonic Foundation also hands 
out several Masonic youth scholarships—help direct your local chapter 

members toward them and help them apply for these generous gifts. 

Hold an essay contest: Ask youth to participate in an essay contest. 
Themes like “How do Masonic values apply today?” or “Why does 
civility matter?” work well. Ask the top three winners to present their 

paper at the lodge. 

Invite youth on lodge outings: The next time your lodge plans to visit 
another local lodge or jurisdiction, invite Masonic youth and youth 
leaders to participate in your event to help bring the connections to 

another generation. 

Involve youth in outreach efforts: Masonic youth can offer special 
value to outreach visits. View a guide for involving Masonic youth in 

outreach. 

Tips for Working with Youth Orders 



 

 

2020 Officers 
 

Master — Paul Rodriguez-Obrien 

510.461.1071 click to email  

Senior Warden — Brian Ross 

510.331.6935  click to email 

Junior Warden— J. Rafisura 

516.519.1151 click to email 

Treasurer—George R. Lumm, P.M. 

510.791.0753/ 510.604.8513 cell  click to email 

Secretary—Don Schauer, Sr., H.A. 

510.258.0654  donschauersr@gmail.com   

Assist. Secretary—Perry Klahr 

925.925.3360 click to email  

Chaplain—Robert Eckstein, P.M. 

510.449.7944 click to email 

Marshal—Steve Kolden 

510.409.6118 / click to email 

Senior Deacon—Andrew Hawes 

510.886.7131 click to email 

Junior Deacon—Phil Busch 

510.566.7019  click to email 

Sr. Steward—Orrin Benedict, Jr. 

510.512.6999 click to email 

Jr. Steward— Anthony Tancredi 

510.476.4819 click to email 

Tiler—Bill Biddell, H.A. 

510.582.6207 / 510.589.0878 cell click to email 

Officer’s Coach—Kurt R. Allen, P.M., H.A. 

925.735.1233 click to email  

Candidate Coaches  

Robert Eckstein - 510.744.1717  

Bill Ferrell - 510.520.7242 cell   

Ron Katz - Fremont-Hayward—510.375.3137 cell 

Eric Korbas - Castro Valley 510.823.6334 

Roy Tamez  - Hayward 510.537.1077 / 510.684.3047 cell 

 

Inspector of the 317th Masonic District 

Wor. Allen Cuenca 916.390.1003 

allencuenca@sbcglobal.net 

2020 Committees 
 
2020 Appointments  
 

Audit: Mick Bowers 

Charity Committee: Master and Wardens 

Child ID: David Allen, and Perry Klahr 

Crab Feed: Don Schauer and Roy Tamez, PM 
Executive Committee: Robert Eckstein, PM, Paul Rodriguez, Brian 

Ross, Kurt Allen, PM, and Don Schauer 

Hiram Award Selection: HA Committee (All HA recipients)  

Lodge App: Robert Eckstein, PM 

Masonic Education: TBD 

Masonic Funeral: Kurt Allen, PM, Bill Ferrell, PM 

Masonic Hall Association: Pat Quinn 

Masonic Homes Endowment: Don Schauer 

Masons for Mitts: Kurt Allen, PM 

Membership Retention: Don Schauer & Robert B. Eckstein, PM 

Picnic: Don Schauer and Roy Tamez, PM 

Printing and Mailings: Don Schauer 

Strawberry Feed: Ron Katz, PM and Perry Klahr 

Sunshine & Visiting: Ernie Nidick & Les Blake 
Sweethearts Committee: Perry Klahr, Mick Bowers, and  Guy Phil-

lips 
Visitation / Traveling Degree : Kurt & Wynn Allen, and Don Schau-

er 

Website and Trestleboard: Ron Katz, PM 

White Table Night: J Rafisura  
 

Masonic Youth Orders 
 
Castro Valley DeMolay—Steve Kolden—510.409.6118 click to 

email 

Unity Assembly No. 65, Rainbow for Girls—Heidi Kolden - 

510.693.1385  click to email 

Jobs Daughters Hayward No. 261—Laurel M. 559.696.0746 click to 

email 

Jobs Daughters Dublin No. 1—Katie Bardwell 925.918.1675 click to 

email 

 

NOTE: if you are not able to “click to email” send an email to  
info@CCL551.org to the attention of the person you are trying to 

reach  

Monthly Trestleboard of  

Crow Canyon Lodge No. 551  

Free and Accepted Masons 

4521 Crow Canyon Road, Castro Valley, CA  94552 

510.274.0725 (lobby, kitchen) 
 

Find us on the Web: http://www.CCL551.org 
 

Editor: Ron Katz, PM 510.375.3137 

info@CCL551.org 

 

Secretary: Don Schauer, Sr. H.A. 510.258.0654  

donschauersr@gmail.com 

 
To Reserve the Building  

Pat Quinn - 510.755.7891 cell   

WHERE IN THE WORLD? 

Our Lodge Website keeps 

track of visitors.  Here is a list 

of some of the places that 

have reached out to 

http://www.CCL551.org this 

month:  Ottawa, ON; Seattle, 

WA; Hampton, NH; Deh-

radun, India; Sailkot, Pakistan 

mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20the%20Master
mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20the%20Senior%20Warden
mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20the%20Junior%20Warden
mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20the%20Treasurer
mailto:donschauersr@gmail.com
mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20the%20Marshal
mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20the%20Chaplain
mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20Castro%20Valley%20DeMolay
mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20the%20Senior%20Deacon
mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20the%20Junior%20Deacon
mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20the%20Seniorr%20Steward
mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20the%20Juniorr%20Steward
mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20the%20Tiler
mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20the%20Officer's%20Coach
mailto:allencuenca@sbcglobal.net?subject=Message%20for%20Inspector%20Cuenca
mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20Castro%20Valley%20DeMolay
mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20Castro%20Valley%20DeMolay
mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20Unity%20IORG
mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20Hayward%20Jobs
mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20Hayward%20Jobs
mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20Dublin%20Jobs
mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20Dublin%20Jobs
mailto:info@ccl551.org
http://www.ccl551.org
mailto:info@ccl551.org?subject=Message%20for%20Trestleboard%20Editor
mailto:donschauersr@gmail.com
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